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FOREWORD 
 

 It’s a wonderful feeling to start reading a book on a favorite subject 
and immediately know you’re going to learn valuable information. I have 
no idea how many books on the Tarot I’ve read over the years, but none 
have captured my imagination as quickly as this one. Scott Grossberg has 
discovered a system of knowing a person’s innermost thoughts from a 
single Tarot card, and using it to create a powerful, insightful and helpful 
reading. The process of choosing and interpreting the card is enjoyable for 
both the reader and the person being read. This system can be used on its 
own, or as part of the more usual type of card spread. Either way, it will 
prove beneficial for the person receiving the reading. 
 
 Amazingly, this system is just as useful for beginners, as it is for 
people who have been using the cards for years. No matter how 
knowledgeable you are on the Tarot, you have a treat in store. This book 
will open your eyes to new ways of looking at your clients, and the cards. 
 
 Since reading Scott’s book, I’ve been testing his findings on an 
almost daily basis, and have gained many new insights into the Major 
Arcana cards as a result. My clients have benefited from this, too. I’m 
confident that Scott’s book will help you become a better, more accurate, 
and more helpful reader.  
 
 “Bauta” is a valuable addition to the literature on the Tarot. 
 
Richard Webster 
Australia, January, 2008 
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PRE-FACE 
An Uncovered Discussion Between Friends Before The Masks Go On 

 
Ready to have some fun? Close your eyes and imagine you are 

visiting a Tarot or palm reader for the first time. What would your seer have 
to say, and do, and show you such that your visit was truly spectacular? 
Now, open your eyes. Whether your soothsayer revealed some hidden 
secret of yours that not even your closest companion knows about, or 
divulged a long-kept dream that would make your life complete, or unveiled 
intimate facets of your personality, you were mystified and awestruck. You 
don’t want to let go of those feelings, because those are what you need to 
bring to your oracle presentations each and every time. Those feelings are 
what your spectators expect and deserve. 

 
So much for the aspirations of every performer. What about the 

concern of having to make those ambitions a reality? 
 
Welcome to Bauta – Betraying the Face of Illusion.  This book is 

about practical, hands-on, tried and tested systems for providing 
entertaining, deep felt, and thought-provoking readings for clients. It is 
about taking control of your Tarot card interpretations, palm reading, and 
personality analyses. If you apply the ideas presented in these pages, you 
will find yourself transformed into a better mind reader, fortune teller, 
mystic, psychic entertainer (or any other similar title you happen to prefer). 
I know you will not only enjoy reading this, but you will want to 
immediately put to use the various tools, techniques, and methods offered. I 
assure you, the more proficient you become at using the Bauta techniques, 
the more insight you will gain into your reading skills, your clients, and, 
indeed, yourself. 

 
If you’re an overachiever like me, and I presume you are or you 

wouldn’t be reading this book in the first place, you will find the concepts 
presented here exciting and challenging.  By the time you’re done with 
Bauta, you will know exactly how to bring added depth and meaning to any 
public or private “reading.” 

 
I must note that the ideas presented here were sparked by a casual 

reference from Ian Rowland that I obtained in an online supplement to his, 
“The Full Facts of Cold Reading” book. Armed with this information about 
Daniel Ofman’s Core Quality analyses, jumping into a study of Ofman’s 
analytical thinking with both feet, and contacting him, directly, I created 
what you are now holding based on my many, many years of experience in 
interpreting symbols, in general, and reading Tarot cards and palms, in 
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particular. I believe the Bauta techniques collectively provide you with an 
exceptional range of “reading” abilities grounded upon information that is 
actually given to you by the client, herself. You no longer have to rely upon 
cold reading, detailed spread layouts, reversed card philosophies, or 
shadowy definitions. 

 
Enough touting. Let’s move on to a preview of what’s to come so 

that you can feel sure you will be obtaining very practical techniques to get 
positive results each and every time you perform a reading. 

 
The Bauta experience and The Hiding Places System I provide you 

are potent because they are based on a simple fact that instantly rings true 
for your Querent; namely, that any time we, as humans, need or want 
something or someone, we all don our masks out of fear – a fear that we 
don’t already have enough or aren’t enough (a belief in scarcity), or a fear 
that we won’t keep what we have or that we will lose something or 
someone (a belief that more is better).  If our Querent believes she has small 
or inadequate amounts of people or things to sustain her, she will 
compensate for the perceived voids in her life by becoming an unrestrained 
imitation of who she believes herself to be (what I call “The Beast” or 
“scarcity”). If our Querent, on the other hand, has tasted “abundance” in her 
life (a state of affairs I refer to as “The Light”) and still does not believe she 
can be content without having or achieving more, her excessive desire will 
cause her to become the inverse of who she believes herself to be (a state I 
call “The Shadow” or “greed”). 

 
What eventually becomes apparent and fascinating to those for 

whom we provide readings, is that you will be able to show your audience 
that, like Icarus, we all attempt to fly towards The Light (abundance) and, 
unfortunately, use wings of wax (The Beast and The Shadow) to get us 
there. These impermanent masks will eventually and consistently fail us, 
causing us to fall away from the very fulfillment we are seeking. In your 
readings, you will demonstrate that, ultimately, it is always better to simply 
move directly and unadorned towards The Light and obtain the ever-needed 
balance in our lives; a task simpler said than done because of the self-
inflicted lies we all tell ourselves. 

 
To make the most of your Bauta experience, I recommend the 

following way of thinking magically – continually ask yourself “How can I 
make these techniques work for me?” rather than simply pondering 
“whether” something will work. By doing this, you take mere words and 
change them into an uninterrupted, creative experience. More importantly, 
by expecting the Bauta tools to work, you immediately set yourself up to 
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succeed with the principles provided in these pages. In other words, you 
will get out of this book what you put into it. So, please, don’t just skim this 
book for general ideas or quick inspirations. Rather, take your time and 
work through each of the diagrams and study how the Bauta tools are 
applied to the various reading systems (e.g., Tarot, palm reading, ESP 
symbols, etc.) so that the thinking processes become second nature. 

 
I am very results-oriented. With that in mind, I don’t want to leave 

you without some practical discussion of how I use Bauta in my 
performances.  First, the so-called legal end of things: not all cities and 
counties embrace fortune telling and I have no intention of debating what is 
and what is not “fortune telling.” My aim is to provide an entertaining and 
fulfilling experience for my audience. As such, I always tell my audiences 
that I am providing readings for “entertainment purposes, only.” I have 
never had anyone remark that such a disclaimer takes away from the 
experience I expect to create. In fact, I believe my “denial” is simply 
ignored. 

 
Second, my performances are generally for large groups. “What?,” 

you say. “You perform individual readings for large groups?” You bet! And 
they are entertaining and well-received because there is a little voyeur in all 
of us. In fact, those of you who already include readings as part of your 
performances will be able to attest to the fact that the readings, if presented 
in an earnest, yet light-hearted, manner are the most highly sought part of 
the show and the aspect of your performance that receives the most post-
show comment. I hasten to add that I always ask my participants if they 
would mind if, in front of the rest of the onlookers, I provide some insights 
that I am “receiving” The participant is flattered, and the rest of the 
audience is entertained. 

 
Before moving on, I will digress for a moment and say that, when 

presenting readings – whether for individuals or groups – I believe it 
absolutely essential that you apply what I call the “as if” rule. I don’t care 
whether you believe your reading abilities are genuine or whether you 
consider yourself an elegant faker, you must come across to your audience 
“as if” you are truly able to read the cards, divine palm lines, intuit symbols, 
and draw out otherwise hidden personality types. I am not talking about the 
old magic adage that a magician is just an actor playing the part of a 
magician. I don’t want you to act! I want you to be. Be the magic. Be the 
psychic. Be the mystic. We don’t need to debate whether true psychic 
ability exists to agree upon one thing: our audience wants to believe, so let 
us fulfill them. Be consistent and passionate in applying “as if” to the flavor 
of your readings and reap the rewards. 
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 I usually introduce the Bauta experience to my audiences in my 
first effect (presuming you are not just presenting readings). For example, I 
generally open my close-up shows with one of various versions of an ESP 
symbol matching effect. Towards the end of the effect, I will ask my 
participant which of the symbols calls out or speaks to her. Once I have that 
symbol, the reading begins (there is a full discussion of ESP symbols in the 
book).  I then point out to the rest of the audience that I will be providing 
“readings” in a separate session a little later on. This serves as a “teaser” 
that is then built upon during other effects throughout my shows. 
  
 Likewise, during the course of a close-up show, you are able to see 
your participants’ hands. It is so easy to launch into a Bauta reading based 
on the most casual of observations about a hand’s size, type, shape, etc. If  I 
interject such a reading into a performance, I always use “leave behinds” – 
two sided postcards that contain my Pocket Palm Reader™ and which 
provide contact information printed at the bottom of each page. If I am 
doing “readings” for a group, I will hand out the Pocket Palm Reader™, 
first, so that everyone can follow along. During a reading, I can draw and 
write on the Pocket Palm Reader™, making the “leave behinds” even more 
personal and memorable. As an added bonus for you, I have included my 
Pocket Palm Reader™ at the back of this book for your personal use. 
  
 I am also one to seize upon opportunities. Both before and during 
my performances, I do a lot of listening and observing. It does not take long 
for people to reveal “The Mask” they are currently wearing. I simply take 
my pragmatic observations and enhance and expand upon them. If I see 
someone wearing a lot of jewelry, as a simplistic example, I can extrapolate 
that person is driven by, among other things, the need for esteem and 
admiration. You will see, under the section entitled, “Alchemy of Human 
Needs,” that esteem pertains to the Emperor, Chariot, and Devil cards of the 
Tarot. Using those cards as a jumping-off point, I can provide a quick 
reading without one actual card having been chosen or the Tarot even being 
mentioned. 
 
 Finally, for those you who are advanced Tarot readers – the Masters 
– I have a challenge for you. You know the Major and Minor Arcana as 
well as you know yourself. Try doing a reading without an actual deck of 
cards. Rather, look at your Querent and, trusting to your own intuition, 
imagine her pulling out her favorite Major Arcanum card. Once you 
visualize that card, use The Hiding Places System I provide to give a 
reading. 
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 Frequently, I extend this technique, even in a group setting, by 
asking individuals to merely “think” of a question. Their questions are not 
spoken out loud. I have no way of openly knowing what they are asking. 
However, I use my instinctive knowing to internally choose one or two 
Tarot cards to respond to each silent question. I ask my spectator if the 
question is “yes or no” or “why” or “what,” and, having been told the form 
of the question, I then use my imagined cards to provide an answer. At the 
end of my response (which includes application of all the tools provided in 
this book), I then ask for confirmation that my response has answered the 
question. I have yet to have anyone say that my response is not “dead on.” 
Usually, I am approached later on, after the show, with requests for more 
detailed readings. If you perform on radio or television, you can use this 
technique to great effect. 
 
 To sum all this up, I want to leave you with a quote from Maya 
Angelou: “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” 
  
Let’s get started learning how to touch people’s feelings. Enjoy! 
      - Scott Grossberg 
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PART ONE 
 

AN UNVEILING 
 

Man is least himself when he talks in his own person. 
Give him a mask, and he will tell you the truth. 

Oscar Wilde 
 

 This is a book of secrets. Or, more correctly, a book on how to 
obtain secrets.  It is a synthesis of ideas made to center on one useable 
theme; that, by allowing our Querents (those who seek our insights) their 
masks, they reveal to us their truths.  Our work, as Readers, Tellers and  
Seers thus becomes more “telling.” 
 
 Some of these masks have become intimately permanent.  Others 
are as short-lived as the clasp of our next handshake; those personal 
illusions which eventually turn all of us into polished chameleons.  Our 
disguises are Wonderful. Fanciful. Beguiling. Imposing. Terrifying. Try as 
we might like to shed them, there is an undeniable truth at work. We could 
not endure without them - those facades we don, deliberately or not. 
 
 The Bauta was chosen as the symbol for this book for its 
uniqueness in the legendary world of concealments. The name’s meaning 
lost in antiquity, it was a traditional 18th century Venetian mask that 
covered the wearer’s face so completely as to ensure relentless anonymity 
all year long. The disguise was contrived specifically to allow its owner to 
eat, drink and carry on a social life without having to remove the mask. 
Irrespective of age, social standing or riches, the Bauta worked its singular 
magic by providing its wearer with a cloak of fortitude such that no idea 
was unthinkable, no door remained closed, no love affair unattainable. 
 
 Simply, the Bauta allowed admittance to places and people 
otherwise forbidden. 
 
 In these pages, you will find systems, interpretations, layouts and 
stories to add to your present bag of divination and reading magics - 
methods that readily invite . . . no . . . compel your clients to reveal their 
personas. Perhaps a fateful card is selected; a symbol for your Querent that 
has spoken to her soul. Or, the perfect line of a palm is gently traced. 
Imagine asking a few enigmatic questions and receiving answers that 
ultimately unlock a person’s heart. 
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 This book begins with a brief summary of the Major Arcana from 
the Tarot. Then, there is a full analysis of the Hiding Places System as 
applied to those cards. So that you can see how flexible the Hiding Places 
System can be, in the latter part of the book, you will find some sample 
readings that I have done for others, together with worksheets and templates 
for you to use in your own unmasking adventures. 
 
 I use all of the offerings contained within these pages. Ironically, in 
doing so, I have found they ultimately come to light your visions with a 
cloak of their own. 
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PART TWO 
 

BEHIND THE MASKS 
 

 During our lifetimes, we acquire things. We receive other people’s 
things which, by default or desire, then become our belongings. There are 
peculiar things that in some manner remind us of other curious things. We 
amass essential things that help us tell stories - to ourselves and others. We 
rationalize misguided things which we, nonetheless, invest with so much 
emotion and passion that we forget they’re just . . . things. Every once in 
great while, however, something magical happens; a gift from a friend or a 
loved one or even ourselves becomes a thing that changes us forever. 
  
 When I was in first grade, I arrived home from school to find a 
present from my mother sitting on my bed. There was no note. No 
explanation was given. I found only a white and purple box that had the 
words “Tarot cards” written on it. I wasn’t even certain how to pronounce 
“Tarot.” Opening the box, I found a small booklet and a set of picture cards. 
Initially neglecting the accompanying book, I spread the fanciful cards 
around on the floor so I could see all the images.  That’s when the magic 
happened. I became captivated by the symbols I saw. There, spread out 
before me, was story after story. If I listened and used my imagination, each 
card beckoned with its own wants and needs and lessons; desires, advice, 
and subtle suggestions I could discern if I delved deeper into each card’s 
meaning. Thus began a lifelong study with the Tarot. 
 
 For those of you just starting out or who are new to the Tarot, I 
offer the following brief outline. This chapter is not meant to be an 
exhaustive handbook of Tarot symbolism. Rather, think of this as a 
silhouette of your deck; a guidepost or way station presented to enhance 
your enjoyment of the voyage we are about to create and take together. 
 
 A standard Tarot deck is comprised of 78 cards; 22 Major Arcana 
and 56 Minor Arcana. I have always identified the Major Arcana as the 22 
different aspects that make up a person or, to put it slightly differently, the 
22 different archetypes, internal forces or characteristics that act out and 
through each and every one of us. Think of the Major Arcana as a story 
with 22 different elements to a person’s life tale. Each of us has the same 
driving story beats, just their order is different. Moreover, the story’s 
arrangement will change throughout each life. 
 
 The 56 Minor Arcana are made up of 16 Court cards (usually 
representing people) and 40 numbered cards (representing those varied 
external powers or events that act upon each of us); the 56 cards divided 
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PART THREE 
HIDING PLACES 

 
The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom. 

William Blake 

 The Hiding Places System revolves around four primary and very 
personal attributes that all people have: 
 

The Mask 
The Beast 
The Light 

The Shadow 
 

What makes the Hiding Places System so powerful is that, once you 
discern any one of a person’s attributes, be it Mask, Beast, Light or 
Shadow, you can instantly deduce the remaining three attributes. 
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 Before we move on, it should be noted that this “system” ensued 
from a creation of German management consultant, Daniel Ofman, that he 
calls a Core Quality conflict resolution system. In his work, Ofman relies 
upon the terms “Core Quality,” “Pitfall,” “Allergy” and “Challenge” to 
describe a person’s various attributes and uses those traits to analyze life’s 
conflicts and tensions. I do not believe Ofman ever applied his studies to 
Tarot cards, divination or meditation. 
 
 While Ofman’s work is fascinating and insightful (and, indeed, his 
visual depiction of the Core Qualities helped inspire the Hiding Places 
System), I am not a psychologist, psychiatrist, nor mental health 
professional. I found his terminology stilted and antiseptic for my use with 
Querents. Likewise, I detected more than what must be a coincidental or 
passing similarity between Ofman’s attributes and the work previously done 
by Carl Jung and the resulting Jungian adherents. I wanted a method that 
could be applied consistently to a Reader’s existing style and would 
necessarily give those readings more depth and interest. 
 
 So let’s start out in our exploration of each of the Hiding Places’ 
attributes. 
 

The Mask 

 
The persona is that which in reality one is not, 
but which oneself as well as others think one is. 

Carl Jung 
 

 The Mask is that “persona”1 which our Querent presents to the 
world, either to create a specific appearance or to conceal her true identity, 
motives and desires. The Mask represents where a Querent thinks she is in 
the world and how she wants to be viewed by others. Rather than The Mask 
being a true representation of the Querent’s current life condition, it is, 
instead, a possibility of where she find herself in the near future. 
 
 In describing a Querent’s Mask to her, it must be remembered that 

1 The word “persona” is Latin for “mask” or “character.” It originally referred 
to the masks worn by Etruscan mimes.  



 

BAUTA                                                  29 

The Mask presented by her is not always voluntary or intentional. Further, it 
may have been in place for so long that the Querent, herself, has forgotten 
which Mask she is showing. 
 

 I generally find a Querent’s Mask by handing her all the Major 
Arcana from a Tarot deck (the cards being in no particular order). I invite 
her to run through the cards and separate them into two piles; one 
containing images that she likes and one containing images that she 
dislikes. Taking the pile of cards that “call” to her (the ones she likes), I 
then ask the Querent to select the one card she favors the most. That sole 
card is then interpreted as the Querent’s Mask and becomes the foundation 
for the rest of the reading. 

 
The Beast 

 
No beast is more savage than man when possessed 

with power answerable to his rage. 
Plutarch 

 

During a reading, The Mask can also be described as: 
  
How the Querent views herself. 
  
What the Querent is attracted to. 
  
What makes the Querent who she is. 
  
The skill/attribute/quality the Querent takes for granted 
in herself. 
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How I 
View 

Myself 

What 
Makes Me 
Who I Am 

What I Am 
Attracted 

To 

 What I 
Take For 

Granted In 
Myself 

 

 

What I 
Resort to 

Under 
Stress 

What 
I Excuse In 

Myself 

How  
Others 

View Me 

My 
Deepest 

Urge 

 The Thing I 
Have No 

Wish To Be 

What I Still 
Must Learn 
To Control 

What I 
Become 
When all 
Else Fails 

 What I 
Think I 

Have Left 
Behind 

 

 

What I 
Desire To 

Accomplish 

What I Look 
At With 
Wonder 

What  
Others 
Think I 
Need 

What I 
Need For 
Balance 
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Casting Off the Disguise 
 

I hold a beast, an angel and a madman in me, 
and my enquiry is as to their working,  

and my problem is their subjugation and victory, 
down throw and upheaval, and my effort is their self-expression. 

-Dylan Thomas 
 

 The Hiding Places System is quite easy to apply to any reading. It is 
only limited by your imagination, intuition and story-telling skills. 
However, I am going to proceed slowly through various interpretation 
levels to show you how detailed a reading truly can become. I will begin 
with an examination of each individual Major Arcana archetype and delve 
into that image’s personality aspects. From that exploration, we will then 
expand our review by using the Hiding Places System to connect each of 
the Major Arcana cards to the other to form a united reading system. 
  
 As a quick illustration and sneak peek at where the Hiding Places 
System is taking you, let us suppose you have asked your Querent to choose 
her favorite Major Arcana card from a Tarot deck and she has chosen The 
Magician. (The attributes you give to individual Tarot cards can be quite 
personal and subjective. Feel free to create your own Hiding Places 
quadrants using the worksheet in the back of the book.) One of the Hiding 
Places quadrants I developed for The Magician is: 

 Using this quadrant, then, you can immediately give this tidy, but 
quick, reading knowing  nothing more than the one selected card: 
 

 You are someone who likes to create, to keep busy. 
But in some regards that creativity springs from a need to 
control the world around you - an insecurity, a feeling of 
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being an imposter. Unfortunately, when you are under 
stress, that’s all others see in you - your need to be in 
control. As such, you are often thought of as bossy and 
imperial. When you feel that stress, and you know this deep 
down inside, all you have to do is remove yourself from the 
world a little and, in fact, when you absent yourself, either 
physically or emotionally, from a stressful situation, you 
actually feel more complete. However, you have also seen 
this happen: when you are pushed to your extreme, to your 
wit’s end, you become withdrawn and secretive. You stop 
being a creative force to those around you and, instead, 
become tightlipped, uncaring and unsharing. For you to 
achieve the actual mastery your heart desires, you must 
balance your talents with seclusion because the world tends 
to be “too much with you” most of the time. 

  
Of course, in a reading utilizing more than one card, you will want to use 
the context of the entire spread to add additional insight into the Mask, 
Beast, Light and Shadow determinations. However, I offer these personal 
Hiding Places observations as to each of the Major Arcana for your further 
analysis, development and use. Your own interpretations should be freely 
employed in implementing this system of reading, as well. 
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PART   FOUR 
ANOTHER   LAYER 

 
 Now that you’ve seen how the Hiding Places quadrants for each 
individual card can be reasoned out, we can expand the analyses.  Using the 
Hiding Places quadrants as a starting point, the interplay between each and 
every one of the various Tarot archetypes, themselves, is fascinating. Of 
course, meditating on the individual Major Arcana, yourself, will yield your 
own particular combinations, but you might want to use these as starting 
points in order to map out the entire set of images. 
 

0. 
The Fool 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
As The Mask 

 
 The Fool (The Mask), as indicated above, makes choices, the 
consequences of which move him through his life. Whether he has folly or 
wisdom as his guide, The Fool’s Mask is one of poised acceptance of his 
spirit’s course. It is all too easy, however, for The Fool to become The 
Hanged Man (The Beast)  - the voluntary sufferer of others’ lives, tales and 
choices. The Hanged Man, in this instance, is The Fool become the martyr - 
the person who wears two hats as both the ultimate retainer and the supreme 
enabler of others. 
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 The opposite of The Hanged Man is The Hierophant (The Light). 
As The Hanged Man can be said to be a servant of the people, The 
Hierophant can be said to be a servant of a higher purpose. Likewise, where 
The Hanged Man follows the dictates of other than himself, The Hierophant 
imparts rules, traditions and customs for others to follow. 
 
 The extreme manifestation of The Hierophant is The Devil (The 
Shadow) as our holy man forgets his role of moving us from the material to 
the spiritual and, under stress, he chains us to the very material world he 
would otherwise have us ascend from. 
 
 The polar opposite of The Devil (also representing those self-
imposed limitations we place upon ourselves) brings us back to The Fool 
(the individual who does not place restrictions upon himself with his 
capricious and whimsical attitude). 
 
 To maintain more balance in his life, then, The Fool needs more 
discipline and focus. 
 
 
 

   
As The Beast 

 
 Death (The Mask) - the surrendering of one’s current self to a 
higher consciousness - under stress becomes The Fool (The Beast). The 
Fool (as Beast) represents the ultimate director of one’s life. The opposite 
of The Fool, as indicated, is The Devil (The Light) since, even The Devil’s 
type of confinement can help to contain an imprudent Beast. The Devil 
becomes Judgement (The Shadow) under stress as our worldly jailer 
becomes more and more faultfinding and critical. The opposite of 
Judgement brings us back to Death. 
 
 Death, with its surrender to another awareness, could find balance 
by less capitulation and more mindful restrictions during this knowing 
moment. 
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As The Light 

 
 The Hierophant (The Mask) presents himself as The Devil (The 
Beast) under stress. The polar opposite of The Devil is The Fool (The 
Light) since The Fool represents the lack of self-imposed limitations 
whereas The Devil is the paradigm for such restrictions. The Devil, taken to 
his excess, becomes The Hanged Man (The Shadow). The polar opposite of 
The Hanged Man brings us back to The Hierophant. 
 
 In this analysis, The Fool (in its Light aspect) demonstrates that The 
Hierophant should explore a more whimsical approach to life wherein there 
is no fear of unexpected discoveries and exploration. 
 
 
 

  
As The Shadow 

 
 The Devil (The Mask) becomes Judgement (The Beast) when 
driven to excess. Judgement’s polar opposite is Death (The Light). Death’s 
extreme aspect is The Fool (The Shadow) since we are analyzing Death as 
the surrender to (or acceptance of) another consciousness whereas The Fool 
represents a resistance to ceding any decision to anyone or anything else. 
 
 From this perspective, The Devil needs a change of self-awareness 
(Death) to realize that the bonds and limits he feels can be lifted at any time. 
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PART FIVE 
THE ALCHEMY OF HUMAN NEEDS 

 
Perhaps all the dragons of our lives 

are princesses who are only waiting to see us 
once beautiful and brave. 

Rainer Maria Rilke 
 

 In applying the Hiding Places analysis to each Major Arcanum, you 
can also uncover a Querent’s various needs, wants and desires through the 
Alchemy of Human Needs - an invaluable tool for providing you and your 
Querent with realistic and immediate insight. 
 
 In the early part of the last century, Dr. Abraham Maslow submitted 
research on human motivation; an exploration that would eventually be 
expanded and become known as Maslow’s “Hierarchy of Needs.” Dr. 
Maslow’s eight3 structured “needs” were depicted in a pyramidal fashion; 
each “need” building upon the other in an ascending, set pattern and order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dr. Maslow’s  model, as perceptive as it was, is stagnant, however - 
cemented in a particular order and seemingly unchanging through both time 
and a person’s growth. Moreover, there is an inherent weakness in depicting 

Physiological Needs

Safety Needs

Belonging, Love & Affection Needs

Esteem Needs

Aesthetic Needs

Self-Actualization

Trans-
cendence

Need to Know & Understand

3 Dr. Maslow originally offered only five needs (Physiological, Safety, Belonging, Esteem and Self-Actualization). 

The additional three needs for Understanding, Aesthetics and Transcendence were added by him at a later time.  
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Dr. Maslow’s work as a pyramid; namely, each level of the model is built/
rests upon another such that more resources are necessarily allocated to 
physiological needs (as the base) than transcendence (at the top) in order for 
the structure, itself, to maintain stability. 
 
 I believe that, other than the initial cornerstone needs of a person to 
avoid pain and seek pleasure (as posited by Dr. Sigmund Freud), human 
conditions and mental energy evolve, cycle and shift. From this preceding 
body of work, a fluid and expanded proposal was created - the Alchemy of 
Human Needs - to demonstrate how a person’s various eight needs (pain/
pleasure, control, self, giving, esteem, belonging/love, adventure, and 
divine selfishness) relate to and mix with each other while, at the same 
time, permitting constant change and transfer between those needs as a 
person’s role in life shifts, bends and deepens. It is suggested that human 
motivations (needs) orbit around an individual’s desire to gain pleasure and 
avoid pain (the one constant); each orbiting need being present within a 

Control

Self

Divine
Selfish-
ness

Adven-
ture

Belonging
/ Love

Esteem

Giving

Pain /
Pleasure



 

1

2

3

4

5

6

FAVORITE SYMBOL

LEAST FAVORITE SYMBOL

MYTH OF POWER

THE FUTURE

THE PAST

THE PRESENT

MYTH OF THE SOUL

MYTH OF THE JOURNEY

MYTH OF CREATION

MYTH OF DRAGONS

MYTH OF DOOM

- Rightdoing
- What currently has your attention
- What or who you think you are
- Where you want to be
- What you seek intellectually,
   spiritually and emotionally

- Your inherent strength
- What others see in you
- What you find effortless

- How you will take your next step
- What will disrupt #1 to create a
   challenge to be undertaken

- The place between rightdoing
   and wrongdoing
-  Work still to be done
-  Your inner source of unlimited
   creativity, healing, inspiration and courage
-  Your hidden strength
-  What you ignore because of #1

- The hidden risk or challenge that pushed
   you to where you are now
-  Your motivating factor
-  Your “Test” (the “ox-hurting poke”)

- Wrongdoing
-  The place you would not like to be
-  The process you can’t tolerate or need
   to put on the back-burner
-  What you have ignored
-  What you avoid intellectually,
   spiritually and emotionally

(Use the Hiding Places
Analysis on this card)

Hiding Places Spread 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 




